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what is skate space?_
Red Bull, in cooperation with the Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation and [pro 
skater] Torey Pudwill, are building a permanent art sculpture for the city of Seattle that 
is skateable. 

The sculpture, titled Red Bull Skate Space, will be designed by seasoned artist C.J. 
Rench to create a truly unique public art experience that explores the creative nexus of 
public space, athletic skill and individual imagination. This will not be a skate park, it is 
first and foremost a work of art - but this is art that invites interaction and participation.
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WHY Seattle?_
Red Bull is drawn to Seattle because it is an influential art and 
architectural city in an extraordinary natural setting with spectacular 
views and vistas. 

“Seattle has really embraced public art and they have a great 
collection, which I’m excited to be a part of. I completely believe in 
art and what it can do for a city, and this is a whole new step for it,” 
says C.J. Rench, selected Skate Space artist.

Seattle is an active city with a network of parks, trails and outdoor 
social spaces and a vibrant skateboarding scene. Seattle also has 
one of the countries most progressive city wide skate park plans.
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Seattle 
citywide skatepark plan_
The city has done a tremendous amount of work with the local skate community to develop Seattle’s 
Citywide Skatepark Plan. 

This plan identifies a network of safe, legal places throughout the city, for people of all ages, races 
and genders to enjoy. It also offers recommendations that can begin to change the way people 
think about and experience skateboarding in Seattle. Jefferson Park is a designated location in the 
Skatepark Plan.

Seattle’s Citywide Skatepark Plan makes the case that skateparks aren’t just about skateboarding, 
they are places to break down barriers, build community and bring all kinds of people together – 
skaters and non‐skaters alike. Skateparks that are designed as part of a larger park will attract a 
variety of spectators.

Although this is envisioned as a different kind of skate environment – more art than park – the Red 
Bull Skate Space, at the confluence of a spectacular recreational green space can define a new 
brand of shared social and cultural space. 
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what is skateable art?_

Skateboarding is an art form that allows individuals to express themselves by navigating 
through space and interacting with their environment. 

Red Bull has commissioned artist C.J. Rench to design and fabricate a permanent and 
legacy art sculpture that is visually stunning, complements the natural location, and 
able to skated by the local skateboard community.

Red Bull and the Seattle Department of Parks & Recreation have selected Jefferson 
Park  in Beacon Hill for Red Bull Skate Space, with spectacular views of the downtown 
Seattle, Elliott Bay, Mt. Baker, and Olympic mountain range.
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jefferson Park_
location:

DESCRIPTION: Considered by many as Seattle’s best 
park, Jefferson Park, the sixth largest park in the city, 
offers unparalleled views of the Duwamish River, the 
city and the Olympic Mountains. The Olmsted inspired 
path system flanked by trees offers a wonderful respite 
from city life along with many active opportunities. The 
covering of the reservoirs and two voter-approved Park 
levies transformed the park into a great community 
gathering place for Seattle.

45.2 Acres

Estimated 500,000 users per year

Neighboring Golf Course, newly remodeled Community 
Center, Lawn Bowling, Tennis Courts, Soccer Fields, 
Solar Picnic Shelters and an ecological friendly water 
playscape for kids.
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proposed locations_

1
2

3
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public notification_
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red bull athlete_
skate advisor: Torey Pudwill

The selected artist, C.J. Rench, will have 
access to a world‐class athlete to help 
envision and design skateable art. C.J. 
Rench will be responsible for understanding 
the technical parameters and challenges 
that would make this artwork an awesome 
experience for the skate community. 

International skating phenomenon and X 
Games medalist Torey Pudwill will help 
C.J. Rench to translate artistic concepts 
into reality. Torey will also be present at the 
dedication of the Red Bull Skate Space to 
be among the first to skate the art. 
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selected artist_
c.j. rench

Born in Elgin IL. in 1967. Self taught industrial 
engineer and product designer in the sporting goods 
industry, C.J. designed technical products and was 
awarded multiple patents for his innovative products. 
He began, designing, sculpting and fabricating metal 
sculpture full-time in 2005, working mainly with large-
scale abstract design that reveals his dimensionality. 
His work, primarily in stainless and mild steel is very 
diverse ranging from small tabletop hand- painted 
sculpture to monumental public installations. His 
extensive international travels as a result of his design 
work and entrepreneurial spirit have had a meaningful 
impact on his art. He has participated in various public 
exhibitions across the U.S. and has his sculpture at 
several galleries in the North West. His work includes 
many large- scale commissions for public and personal 
collectors throughout the United States.
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local agency engagement_

Seattle Parks and Recreation

Sports Advisory Council

Jefferson Park
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Next Steps/timeline_
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT AND REVIEW PROCESS

»	 Public Involvement & Design Review Meetings - Current

»	 Public Art Review - July 24th

»	 Parks Approval of Artist Design - July 30th

»	 Technical Reviews/Construction Documents - Early August

ARTWORK PROJECT SCHEDULE

»	 Selected Artist’s Design Phase - June 24th – August 9th

»	 On-site Implementation - August 26th – October 24th

»	 Red Bull Skate Space Unveiling - Saturday, October 26th
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Thank you_
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Appendix_
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artist selection process_

1 
 

 
 
CALL TO ARTISTS 
 
RED BULL SKATESPACE 
SEATTLE, WA 
 

ART PROJECT BUDGET 
$76,000		
[Implementation	budget	is	inclusive	of	design	fees	and	documentation	required	for	permitting,	fabrication	&	
materials,	site	prep	and	related	construction,	on‐site	installation,	artist	travel	and	9.5%	WA	State	Sales/Use	tax.		
Permit	fees	and	costs	associated	with	community	outreach	will	be	paid	by	Red	Bull	and	are	not	part	of	the	artwork	
budget.]	
	
ELIGIBILITY		
Open	to	professional	artists	living	in	Washington,	Oregon	and	British	Columbia	
	
APPLICATION 
Submission	of	an	online	application	is	required;	please	review	all	guidelines	prior	to	starting	an	application.	
	
DEADLINE 
5:00	PM	on	Monday	June	3;	all	application	materials	must	be	received	by	this	deadline.	
	
ARTWORK OPPORTUNITY 

Red	Bull,	in	cooperation	with	the	Seattle	Department	of	Parks	&	Recreation	is	looking	for	an	artist	to	work	in	
collaboration	with	a	world‐class	team	of	experts	to	design	public	artwork	that	is	skateable.	This	is	not	a	skate	park	–	
it	is	first	and	foremost	a	work	of	art.	But	this	is	art	that	invites	interaction	and	participation.	
	
With	no	rules	to	clearly	define	the	game,	skateboarding	allows	for	the	ultimate	creativity	and	inspiration	drawn	
from	the	world	around	you.	Skateboarding	is	an	art	form	that	allows	individuals	to	express	themselves	by	navigating	
through	space	and	interacting	with	their	environment.	Red	Bull	SkateSpace	will	break	the	barriers	of	the	
conventional	skate	park	by	taking	skateboarding	from	fenced	in,	segregated	concrete	back	to	shared	public	space,	
creating	new	and	exciting	obstacles	that	challenge	the	skaters	abilities	and	force	them	to	think	imaginatively.	Red	
Bull	SkateSpace	will	blend	art	and	skateboarding	to	create	unique	terrain	where	the	innovation	of	skateboarders	can	
truly	flourish.		
	

 

(Continued)
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Application Checklist_
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public notification_

Myrtle edwards Park
skateable Public art installation ProPosal

seattle Parks and recreation, the office of arts and culture, and red bull invite you and your family to the first 
of two public meetings to discuss a proposed skateable art installation at Myrtle edwards Park.  at the first 
meeting seattle Parks will present the history of this project and gather input from the public on the potential 
project.  

4culture is currently administrating the call for artists. the second meeting will be scheduled after the artist 
selection in June.  at this meeting the artist will present the design for the skateable art piece. 

Myrtle edwards Park is located at 3130 alaskan way on the shoreline north of olympic sculpture Park.  the 
citywide skatepark Plan designated this site as a recommended site for a skatedot in the central west region.  
red bull would like to invest in the community and commission an artist to design and fabricate the unique 
skateable art.  the artist will coordinate the design with seattle Parks and recreation.

For Further inForMation Please visit
http://www.seattle.gov/parks/projects/skatepark.htm
or contact: Pamela kliment, seattle Parks & recreation - Planning and development
800 Maynard ave s, seattle, wa 98134 
206.684.7556, pamela.kliment@seattle.gov

wednesday May 29, 2013
belltown community center

415 bell st, seattle wa 98121 
7 – 8:30 PM
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public notification_
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athlete meet & skate_
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public notification_


